
WASCO COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
SPECIAL SESSION 

SEPTEMBER 22, 2010 

PRESENT: Dan Ericksen, Chair, County Commissioner 
Sherry Holliday, County Commissioner 
Bill Lennox, County Commissioner 
Kathy McBride, Executive Assistant 

At 9:06 a.m. Chairman Dan Ericksen called the meeting to order. 

There was no one from the public present wishing to address the Board. 

Chairman Ericksen asked Tim Lynn, Assessor/Tax Collector, to address the exemption 
request from Mid Columbia Housing Authority. 

Tim Lynn stated that Mid Columbia Housing Authority could qualify for an exemption 
regardless of receiving the support from the Board of Commissioners. If they are a 
housing authority who is leasing then there is an application for applying for the tax 
exemption. If they own they just need to show their ownership. If they have not gone 
through the exemption process and they hold it in their ownership as of July 1st they 
would be responsible for the taxes this year. They need to file their tax exemption 
application prior to April 151

• 

Chairman Ericksen stated that he did not think there was anything to ask for as to 
payment in lieu of taxes since the statute speaks to direct services provided. 

Molly Rogers, Wasco County Youth Services Director, stated that she indicated last 
week that they would be reporting back on the discussion of applying for a Ford 
Foundation Grant. 

Debbie Jones, Prevention Coordinator, stated starting next month they will be on their 
last year of federal funding for the prevention program. The Executive Board wanted to 
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hook up with an organization that could help them be sustainable. Darcy Long-Curtiss 
has been helpful since she had a connection with the Rural Development Initiative 
(RDI). Through this grant process RDI would facilitate four sessions. An initial pre
meeting would be held to discuss how this relationship works. Jones stated that 
Youth Think appreciates the relationship they have with Wasco County. They all want 
the best for our families and youth. 

Jones briefly explained the services that RDI would provide under the proposed 
facilitation process. The County has been the fiscal agent for the federal grant that pays 
for the services provided by Youth Think. She is an employee of Wasco County. They 
want Youth Think to continue so they are open to any help that they can receive. The 
Board's initial thoughts are not to run and become their own organization. 

Some discussion occurred regarding the funding received by the County for the 
program, the proposed facilitation process by RDI, and the services provided by 
Youth Think. 

Ruby Mason, Mid-Columbia Housing Authority Executive Director, met with the Board to 
continue the discussion on the request for a tax exemption for West Park Place. 

Chairman Ericksen stated according to the Oregon Revised Statutes Mid Columbia 
Housing Agency has the authority to apply for a tax exemption without the support of 
Wasco County. The tax exemption will be granted if they meet the requirements of the 
statute. He noted that there is another statute that prohibits the County from waiving 
property taxes. The payment in lieu of taxes is strictly for services that are provided. 
Wasco County is not providing any direct services. 

Mason stated that they have never used the housing authority exemption before. She 
will talk to Tim Lynn, Assessorffax Collector. 

Some discussion occurred regarding Mid Columbia Housing Authority becoming a 
partner of West Park Place. 

Commissioner Holliday thanked Mason for coming forward to discuss this matter with 
the County. 

Mason noted that Columbia Cascade Housing Corporation is the developer. This is a 
new role for the Housing Authority. 
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The Board briefly discussed the Mid Columbia Housing Authority and the services that 
they are providing in Wasco County. 

Chairman Ericksen updated the Board on the comments received from the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Services on the Summit Ridge Application in regards to the protection of 
the Golden Eagle. According to Paul Woodin, Consultant, this is a huge change of 
direction for the Fish and Wildlife to take on a wind energy project. The six mile radius 
from any wind tower has not been a requirement of any other project. 

Some discussion occurred. 

Chairman Ericksen stated that Woodin is very concerned since this could become a 
standard for all future projects. People are concerned. 

Chairman Ericksen updated the Board on the Community Outreach Team's trip to 
Washington, D.C. last week and his letter to Congressman Greg Walden in regards to 
the U.S. Marshals pulling out their inmates at the Northern Oregon Correctional Facility 
(NORCOR). Congressman Walden has agreed to write a letter on NORCOR's behalf. 

The Board adjourned at 10:05 a.m. 
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